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End Point Learning Outcomes 

1 What makes 
someone a 
significant 
person? 

 Know what makes 
someone significant 
 

 Know some significant 
people from the past and 
present 

2 Who is Scott 
of the 
Antarctic? 

 Know who Robert Scott is 
 
 Know why Robert Scott is 

a significant Polar 
Explorer/person 

3  Who is 
Matthew 
Henson? 

 Know who Matthew 
Henson is 

 
 Know why Matthew 

Henson is a significant 
Polar Explorer/person 

4 Who is 
Felicity Aston? 

 Know who Felicity Aston is 
 

 Know why Felicity Aston is 
a significant Polar 
Explorer/person 

5 Final Flourish: 
How has Polar 
Exploration 
changed from 
the past? 

 Know how Polar 
Exploration has changed 
from the past 

Key Vocabulary 

Significant Important and worth knowing about. 

Explorer An explorer is someone who goes on 
an exploration. 

Exploration A journey where explorers travel to 
unfamiliar places. 

Polar Used when talking about anything to 
do with the North Pole or the South 
Pole. 

Equipment Things which are used for a particular 
purpose, for example a hobby or job 

Commemorate To celebrate and remember a 
person or event. 

Recent In the past but not long ago. 
We are working within a 100 year 
timeline in this topic. 

Significant Polar Explorers 
Timeline 

 

Matthew Henson 
Famous exploration: 1909 
Where: Arctic 
Famous for: Being part of 
the group to first get to 
the Arctic, overlooked 
and forgotten for being 
black 

1909 

 

Robert Falcon Scott/ Scott 
of the Antarctic 

Famous exploration: 
1910-1912 
Where: Antarctica 
Famous for: Being beaten 
to the South Pole by the 
Norwegians and then not 
making it home 

1910-
1912 

 

Felicity Aston 
Famous Exploration: 2012 
Where: Antarctica 
Famous for: First female 
to travel alone to 
Antarctica, journey 
completed on ski’s 

2012 

1 History Knowledge Organiser  Polar Explorers  North Stainley CofE Primary School 
Big Question: How has Polar Exploration changed from the past? 

Key Questions 

 Who is a significant person? 
 What happened to Scott of the Antarctic? 
 Why was Matthew Henson the ‘forgotten’ explorer of 1909? 
 Why did Felicity Aston travel alone on ski’s in 2012? 
 How has Polar Exploration changed in the last 100 years? 
 Why was Felicity’s journey easier based on her modern 

equipment and resources? 

Past Knowledge: Polar Regions 

 Arctic = North Pole       Antarctic = South Pole 
 Animals and people live in the Arctic 
 Antarctica does not have any permanent  human 

habitation 
 The Polar Regions are cold places, covered in ice 

and snow.  

Past 
Present 


